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In fulfilment of my promise at our last meeting, 
when I took the Chair as your new President, that I 
would provide to-day a paper on a subject suitable 
for and likely to provoke discussion instead of an 
orthodox presidential address on different phases of 
professional politics, I have put together a few 
thoughts on “ The Milk (Special Designations) Order 
(Scotland), 1922,” with special reference to the 
veterinary services required under its provisions, 
and the relation of the private practitioner to the 
whole-time Veterinary Inspectors of Local Authorities 
(which have made such appointments). 

I would not voluntarily have chosen this theme 
had it not been that it was destined to command our 
attention in any case,, because the impromptu dis- 
cussion that took place on the subject at our last 
meeting was adjourned by special resolution until 
to-day. It will be recalled that there was evidence 
of conflict of opinion in the minds of those who spoke 
regarding the interpretation that ought to be put on 
certain Articles in the Order, and real concern on the 
part of some as to the prospect of work under the 
Order falling to the private practitioner in counties 
like Ayr, Dumfries, and Lanark, where whole-time 
veterinary departments have been created. In the 
interval, no doubt, you have given the matter fuller 
consideration, and perhaps the expression of maturer 
views -will to-day reveal that, though desires may be 
at variance, we differ but little in our conception of 
the interpretation that Local Authorities are likely 
to put upon what may seem controversial in the 
Articles of a new Order, the terms of which are im- 
posed on them for translation into action. 

Though grading of milk in this country is of com- 
paratively recent date, you are all aware that it has 
been in operation to a limited extent for several 
years. From its inception under the control of the 
Ministry of Food, and later under the care of the 
Local Government Board, which became the Scottish 


Board of Health, until the 31st December last there | 


were but two grades, viz., Certified and Grade A 
* Pressdlenti: ul Address to the West of Scotland Division of the N. V.M.A, 








Milk, both of which were provided by tuberculin- 
tested herds. When the Local Government Board, 
later the Scottish Board of Health, took over the 
work they very early arranged with the Local Authori- 
ties who had whole-time veterinary inspectors to have 
the duty of making the quarterly score card inspections 
of graded herds within their area done by these 
officials, and though the application of the tuberculin 
tests to the herds of licensed owners still remained 
in the hands of private practitioners, the charts of 
the tests were invariably reviewed by the Local 
Authority’s veterinary inspector, whose opinions 
thereon were communicated to the Board. In the 
case of three (at one time four) Grade A herds in 
Lanarkshire the tests were applied by a practitioner 
who was not the usual veterinary surgeon called in 
for other purposes, while in the case of the other two 
herds, one Certified and the other Grade A, the tests 
were done by the owner’s private veterinary surgeon. 
That continued to be the position so long as the 
Scottish Board of Health controlled the issuing of 
licenses for Certified and Grade A milk production, 
and though there was always a liability that the 
carrying out of an occasional test of any of these 
herds by the Local Authority’s veterinary inspector 
might be called for, it is to the credit of the private 
practitioners concerned that their methods and results 
stood the strictest investigation, and no cross-testing 
was ever thought to be necessary. 

Under Article 3, the issuing of all licences under 
the new Order is now imposed on Local Authorities, 
and it is their prerogative to do what they consider 
best for the due fulfilment of their responsibilities. 
In this connection the Board have, by means of a 
printed memorandum and their Circular Letter 
No. XIII., put into their hands leading advice as to 
the manner in which the various Articles of the Order 
are to be interpreted. 

As you know, the Order provides for four designa- 
tions of Graded Milk :— 

(1) Certified Milk is milk which is obtained from 
herds certified to be free from tuberculosis, cooled 
immediately after production and bottled in bottles 
sterilised by steam on the premises. The bottles are 
to be specially sealed, and the covering cap must bear 
the name and address of the producer, the day of 
production, and the words “ Certified Milk.” The 
milk must be delivered to the consumer in these 
bottles, it must have a butter-fat content of not less 
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than 3°5 per cent., and must contain not more than 
30,000 bacteria per c.c. or any bacillus coli in one- 
tenth c.c. at any time before delivery to the con- 
sumer. 

(2) Grade A (Tuberculin-tested) Milk is the 
equivalent of the old Grade A milk. Its requirements 
are the same as for Certified Milk, excepting (first) 
that instead of being bottled on the farm it is delivered 
to the consumer in the container with the seal un- 
broken (as received) or in sterilised bottles, or in other 
sealed and labelled containers of not less capacity 
than two gallons. The method of bottling by the 
dealer is the same as for Certified Milk, but the name 
and address are to be those of the dealer ; the day of 
production and the time are to be given, and the 
milk is to be marked “ Grade A (Tuberculin-tested) 
Milk.” (Second), the bacterial content must not 
exceed 200,000 per c.c., and the milk must not contain 
any bacillus coli in one-hundredth c.c. 

(3) Grade A Milk, one of the new grades, is in 
every respect subject to the same requirements as 
Grade A (Tuberculin-tested) Milk, and differs only 
in that it is not produced by herds certified to be free 
from tuberculosis. 

(4) Pasteurised Milk does not interest us for the 
purposes of this paper. It is worthy of note, however, 
that while such milk is to be retained at a temperature 
of not less than 145° and not more than 150° Fahren- 
heit for at least half-an-hour, and is immediately to 
be passed to a covered cooler and the temperature 
reduced to 50° Fahrenheit or less, a period of grace 
has been allowed, 7.e., to July Ist, 1923. This is 
presumably because the trade would require this 
interval of time to instal the necessary machinery. 
During the whole year of 1923 these requirements are 
to be deemed to be satisfied if the milk is found not 
to contain more than 50,000 bacteria per c.c., the 
bacillus coli test being left out until January Ist, 
1924. 

Some critics have an objection, with which I have 
sympathy, to the giving of such a high-sounding 
name as Grade A Milk to the produce of cows that 
might in the majority of cases react to tuberculin. 
Its creation, however, is an attempt, in view of the 
difficulty of getting any speedy or material increase 
in the number of herds free from tuberculosis and 
therefore likely to qualify as producers of the two 
highest grades, to provide the machinery for the 
production, under licence, of a hygienically clean and 
rich milk. It is a grade designed to meet the aspira- 
tions of those who are in every way equipped, or 
who could within a short time equip themselves, 
to provide such milk, and for which they should get 
a little more than for ordinary milk. Hitherto, as 
you are aware, ordinary milk, irrespective of its 
hygienic, and in most places of its chemical quality, 
has been sold at a uniform price, and I need not 
expatiate to you either on the merits of the clean or 
the demerits of the filthy producer of ordinary milk. 
Suffice it to say that until the time comes when it is 
considered practicable to enforce certain definite 
standards of hygiene in all milk production without 
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endangering the sufficiency of supply, the new Grade 
A enables the consumer to ask for and receive a 
superior milk supply delivered in sealed bottles if 
he is willing to pay a little extra. But though there 
are very many who are ready, willing and able to 
reach to and produce this Grade A Milk, there is 
as yet but little evidence of a market for it, and it 
would seem the consumer is still out mainly for 
quantity rather than quality. 

But perhaps it is too early yet to expect much 
movement in connection with an Order which, while 
it offers definite advantages, imposes no immediate 
obligation on producers or consumers. If, however, 
this laudable attempt on the part of the Government 
to provide without the incurring of too great expense 
the means whereby producers may be encouraged to 
improve their methods and equipment and supply 
milk of higher grades falls flat because the purchasing 
and consuming public fail, for any reason, to make 
demand for them, the resalt will be a sad commentary 
on the remarks made at various milk conferences by 
responsible‘individuals who claimed to speakin the name 
of the people and were thought to be able to interpret 
the trend of their desires. In order to justify our 
present consideration of the subject, let us assume 
that the merits of the Order will gradually dawn on 
those in whose interest it was created, and that by a 
process of evolution some advantage will be taken 
of it. If it happens that an appreciable number of 
people who are presently producing ordinary milk 
become licensed for one or other of the grades before 
September, 1925, when the Milk and Dairies Act, and 
perhaps also the Tuberculosis Order, may come into 
operation, the veterinary inspection required under 
this Order will constitute an addition to what is 
required under these larger schemes, and may con- 
ceivably prove a factor in determining some Local 
Authorities to appoint whole-time veterinary inspec- 
tors. The coming of that day for such Local 
Authorities will be the longer retarded if the part- 
time men make their best endeavour to give at all 
times such whole-hearted and satisfactory service 
under the Order as will leave no reason for making a 
whole-time appointment because of any need for 
greater efficiency. 

Although at our last meeting time did not permit 
us to hear the expressed views of more than three 
or four of your number, I gathered from what was 
said that some who practised in the counties of 
Lanark and Ayr were anxious to know whether it was 
likely that private practitioners in these counties 
could expect to have work under the Ordez put into 
their hands by the Local Authority. I have inter- 
preted their attitude as an exhortation to me to deal 
with this matter. I daresay such an expectation was 
based on a possible and excusable literal interpreta- 
tion of the terms of Article 6 (2) of the Order, which 
says :— 

‘** Before granting a licence to a producer, the Local 
Authority shall require him to produce a veterinary sur- 
geon’s certificate showing the results of an examination 
of the herd in respect of which the application is made 
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carried out not more than one month before the date of 
the application, and in any case in which the conditions 
of the licence if granted would include the tuberculin test 
a certificate of a tuberculin test of the herd carried out 
within a period of three months.” 

But the last two paragraphs of Article 2 (1) say :— 

** * Examination ’ of an animal means a clinical examina- 
tion carried out in such manner as the Board may direct 
by a veterinary surgeon nominated by the Local Authority, 
and ‘ veterinary surgeon’s certificate ’ means a certificate, 
in a form approved by the Board, signed by the veterinary 
surgeon who has made the examination and certifying the 
result thereof. 

‘Tuberculin Test’ of an animal means a test made 
with tuberculin in such manner as the Board may direct 
by a veterinary surgeon nominated by the Local Authority, 
and ‘ certificate of a tuberculin test ’ means a certificate, 
in a form approved by the Board, signed by the person 
making the test and certifying the result thereof.” 

Note.—The tuberculin tests presently required are the 
hypodermic and the ophthalmic, but whether any change 
will be made will depend on the findings of the Medical 
Research Committee that are now considering the subject. 

Again, paragraph 5 of the Board’s Circular No. 
XIII., 1922, states :-— 

(a) ‘“* The tuberculin tests and clinical examinations in 
regard to Certified and Grade A (tuberculin-tested), and 
the clinical examinations in the case of Grade A milk, are 
to be carried out by a veterinary surgeon nominated by 
the Local Authority. Where a whole-time veterinary 
surgeon has been appointed by the Local Authority, it is 
advisable that he should be nominated to carry out the 
tests and clinical examinations. Where the services of 
a whole-time officer are not available (either by combina- 
tion or otherwise), the Veterinary Surgeon nominated 
should be the Veterinary Surgeon approved for the purpose 
of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897. or the Veterinary 
Surgeon designated by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries under the Diseases of Animals Acts.” 

(b) “The Board attach considerable importance to 
combination of Local Authorities for the purposes of the 
Order, so as (1) to secure as much uniformity in adminis- 
tration as possible ; (2) to obtain, as far as possible, co- 
operation between burghal and rural areas; and, (3) to 
secure, as far as possible, the services of whole-time 
officers of Local Authorities for carrying out the tuberculin 
tests and clinical examinations. They trust that this 
aspect of the matter will be favourably outinend by 
Local Authorities, both burghal and rural.’ 

It is to be noted also that the Local Authority’ s 
officials are to supervise the production, storage, 
treatment, and distribution of all graded milk on the 
basis of the score card. And though this duty is not 
essentially veterinary, and in counties without a 
veterinary department is likely to be done by salaried 
sanitary inspectors, my department has carried out 
this work in connection with our graded herds for 
some time. Moreover, the arrangement is likely to 
continue, not only because we have specialised in 
the work and standardised our methods, but because 
it removes the need for additional officials visiting 
the premises. 
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Now, while these quotations abundantly show 
that the Board have endeavoured to provide for a 
variety of exigencies as they are to be found in the 
case of different Local Authorities, I leave it to your 
judgment whether the Board expects that whole-time 
veterinary inspectors should be nominated for the 
work by Local Authorities who have such officials, 
and if so, whether they alone should be nominated, 
and especially at a time when there is little evidence 
of forthcoming work to be done. But what of the 
attitude of such Local Authorities themselves who 
have the duty of nominating the veterinary surgeon 
thrust upon them? Having inaugurated veterinary 
departments and appointed whole-time officials in 
whose hands they have placed every item of veterinary 
work for which they are responsible, is it at all likely 
that they will belie a policy which they deem pro- 
gressive by retrogressing to the extent of deliberately 
nominating a panel of private practitioners to carry 
out some part of the modicum of work that may 
acerue under this Order? I feel sure you would not 
have me camouflage the position that I might escape 
criticism, since to put the matter less plainly would 
serve no good purpose. 

You must all know that Local Authorities only 
reach the stage of making whole-time appointments, 
either legal, medical, veterinary, or sanitary, ete., 
when their need for such service has rendered it 
economically unsound in their opinion to continue 
to employ the services of individuals in private 
practice, and while the great war and its aftermath 
of conditions have stultified the inauguration of 
progressive legislation and halted the movement, I 
think it is certain that many County Councils will 
make whole-time veterinary appointments when 
their needs reach the stage at which this step was 
taken in Lanark, Ayr, and Dumfries. 

I cannot see that, as suggested at our last meeting, 
any good purpose would be served in the interests 
of the private practitioner by approaching the Board 
of Health, and it is only right that I should inform 
you that representatives of the Upper, Middle and 
Lower Ward District Committees of Lanarkshire 
met in conference on 31st January last on the subject 
of co-operation under the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order (Scotland), 1922, when the following resolutions 
were passed :— 

(1) ‘That the District Veterinary Inspector (Mr. Hugh 
Begg) should be nominated as the Vetewnary Surgeon 
under the Order to carry out the tuberculin tests and 
clinical examinations. 

(2) ‘That the scale of maximum fees prescribed in the 
Order should be modified by 50 per cent. thereof. 

(3) ‘That the District Veterinary Inspector be author- 
ised so far as cases coming under the Order are concerned 
(a) to inspect the premises and all the processes of pro- 
duction, storage, treatment, and distribution, and (6) to 
inspect the records required to be kept by the holder of the 
licence. 

(4) ‘“‘ That the County Council be asked to arrange (a) 
that the Food Inspectors be authorised to take samples 
of the milk to which a licence relates, and (b) that the 
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Medical Officer of Health be authorised to arrange for all 
bacteriological and chemical examinations. 

(5) ** That the District Veterinary Inspector be asked 
to prepare a scale of reasonable fees to be paid by the 
producer for the services of the Veterinary Inspector 
nominated to carry out the tuberculin tests and clinical 
examinations.” 


Immediately thereafter they were joined in a 
second conference on the same subject by representa- 
tives from the Burghs within the County, six from 
the Town Council of Airdrie, two from the Town 
Council of Coatbridge, two from the Town Council 
of Hamilton, seven from the Town Council of Mother- 
well and Wishaw, and two from the Town Council of 
Rutherglen. The following resolutions were passed 
by this conference :— 

(1) ‘“* That wherever it was feasible to do so, the various 
local authorities in the county, both county and burghal, 
should co-operate in the administration of the Order. 

(2) “That the services of the County Veterinary 
Inspector should, as regards any cases under the Order 
falling to be dealt with in the burghs, be made available 
for the purpose of tuberculin tests and clinical examina- 
tions. 

(3) *‘ That any samples of milk under the Order which 
the burghs might desire to have tested chemically and 
bacteriologically should, on terms to be arranged, be sent 
to the County Laboratory for this purpose. 

(4) “‘ That, with a view to securing the support of all 
the producers and retailers of such milk in the county and 
burghs, and inducing applications to be made under the 
Order, as also with a view to affording full information 
regarding the arrangements proposed to be made for 
exercising the Order within the county and burghs, a further 
conference should be held on an early date to which the 
various dairying and farming organisations should be 
invited to send representatives.” 

I was not present at either of these meetings. 

Now, if you decide to approach the Local Authori- 
ties of Lanark, Ayr, and Dumfries to plead the case 
of the private practitioner it would be well that you 
should have considered views on the following points. 

Let us take, for example, the case of the County of 
Lanark. What size of a panel would you ask for 
out of the score or more of practitioners who go 
business in the County outside of Glasgow? If only 
a few were nominated, and it is not likely that even 
those authorities who have absolute need to nominate 
a panel will include in it the name of every veterinary 
surgeon who practises in its area, what excuse are you 
prepared to recommend to such Local Authorities 
to offer to those who are not included and whose 
practices would be subjected to the ignominy of 
official visits from the nominated few who constitute 
their direct opposition in private work? Ag:in, 
would you countenance the placing of official duty 
under the Order in the hands of a veterinary surgeon 
in the area of his own practice, and so court the 
great possibility that private would conflict with 
public interests ? If this could not be risked because 
of the many awkward circumstances that would be 
sure to emerge in giving effect to Article 9, at what 
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distance from his own centre should the nominated 
veterinary surgeon be allowed to carry out his official 
duty ? If you suggest six or ten miles, this mileage 
would have to be paid for without any return, and the 
economic situation would be prejudiced thereby. 
Probably you would also envisage that the Local 
Authority’s whole-time inspector should carry some 
responsibility, by co-relating the work, and giving 
to the Local Authority the final veterinary opinion 
as to the granting, withholding, or withdrawing of 
licences. Is it the least likely that the ratepayers’ 
representatives would fail to see that such a scheme 
was totally unsound ? 

But you may suggest that the present officials are 
fully engaged with their present work, and that 
therefore some of the new duty might be delegated 
to private practitioners. It has on occasion been 
necessary to do this in the past in Lanarkshire, and 
the future is likely to show similar need, but that 
does not constitute a reason for nominating a panel, 
as the whole-time official would certainly be held 
responsible for the character of delegated work. 
Further, if the volume of veterinary work became 
permanently too great for the existing staff, the 
obvious cure would be to appoint another assistant, 
and perhaps you will agree that it is a moot question 
whether when work increases sufficiently it is best 
in the interests of the profession as a whole to appoint 
a man to do ten-tenths of what is additional or to 
give one-tenth of it to each of ten private veterinary 
surgeons. However much the latter might desire 
and welcome it, such a proceeding would entail 
ad litional difficulties in adminjstration. 

And, lastly, knowing as you do that the proper carry- 
ing out of the tuberculin-testing of a herd demands an 
absence of twenty-four hows from home, could those 
of you who are conducting large practices, if you were 
nominated by the Local Authority, entertain with 
equanimity the prospect of having to absent yourself 
from your practices for that length of time on short 
notice ? 

I trust you will believe me when I say that this 
summing-up of the situation is the logical conclusion 
of my careful consideration of it, unbiassed by the 
slightest thought of antagonism to the interest of the 
private practitioner. And it must be borne in mind 
that, while a whole-time veterinary inspector is granted 
a very free hand in the performance of his duties, he 
must undertake whatever work his council requires 
of him, and my experience has been that the daily 
routine affords us many opportunities that are taken 
advantage of for furthering the interests of the 
private practitioner. 

If my interpretation of what is to occur is correct, 
and no panel is nominated in such a county as Lanark, 
you may ask whether the Milk and Dairies (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1922, and a moderately successful operation 
of the Milk (Special Designations) Order (Scotland), 
1922, are likely to provide any grist for the private 
practitioner. It is quite evident that they will. Already 
under the Amendment Act, and as a result of our 
propaganda by pamphlet and otherwise, we have a 
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good deal of evidence that private practitioners are 
now very frequently consulted regarding udder cases 
suspected to be tuberculous. 

The following extract from a pamphlet, a copy of 
which we leave with every milk producer when we are 
inspecting dairy herds day by day, shows that we 
are not unmindful of your rights :— 


(1) ‘“**‘ No person shall, by himself or by any servant 
or agent, sell or offer or expose for sale the milk of a cow 
suffering from tuberculosis of the udder, and he shall be 
guilty of an offence under this section if it is proved that 
he knew or could by the exercise of ordinary care have 
ascertained that the cow was suffering from that disease. 

(2) “ ‘If any person is guilty of an offence under this 
section, he shall b> liable, on summary conviction for a first 
offence, to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and for a 
second or subsequent offence to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, or to imprisonment, with or without 
hard labour, for a period of six months, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment.” 

“The early recognition of tubercular disease of the 
udder is of the utmost importance, and it is necessary that 
cowkeepers should examine their stock frequently, and 
especially the udder of every miich cow. If any induration 
or nodular swelling is discovered in the udder suggestive 
of tubercle, the animal should be examined by a com- 
petent veterinary surgeon. Samples of milk will be 
examined in the Bacteriological Laboratory and tested 
biologically free of charge. 

‘Any inspection made by the veterinary surgeon of 
the Local Authority in no way relieves the cowkeeper from 
the necessity of Veterinary inspection at his own ex- 


pense.” 


This pamphlet was prepared by us in order to warn 
farmers in a definite way of their obligations and 
how to act if they would avoid trouble under Section 
5 (2), which permits such heavy fines against indi- 
viduals convicted of an offence against this Section. 

Again, under the Milk (Special Designations) Order 
(Scotland), 1922, if it should happen that some of your 
clients aspire to become producers of either of the 
two higher grades of milk, the duty of carrying out 
the initial work of clearing the herd of reactors will 
assuredly fall on you, and whether this will be much 
or little will in some measure depend on your own 
initiative in the matter of inspiring suitable clients 
to reach to higher things for the sake of what it would 
mean to them in a material way. 

When the Board, in their memorandum and in 


referring to the tuberculin tests, state that “ these - 


tests are to be carried out by a veterinary surgeon 
nominated by the Local Authority,” they are referring 
to the actual tests on which the granting of the applied- 
for licence will be made or withheld. There would 
be no sense in a stock-owner applying to the Local 
Authority for such a licence if his herd had never 
been tried out. If he did so apply, the situation 
would be explained to him, and doubtless he would 
grasp the need for having his herd tested privately 
so as to avoid the almost inevitable refusal of his 
application. And if at any time a nominated veterin- 
ary surgeon were actually made to test a herd hitherto 
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unproved because an owner’s demand for it prevailed, 
and he found several reactors, he would report 
adversely on the herd, the licence would be refused, 
and he would not be allowed at the expense of the 
Local Authority to undertake the duty of clearing 
the herd, and the owner would see the need for having 
his coat repaired at the hands of his private veterinary 
surgeon before presenting it again for official inspec- 
tion. 


Local Authorities are in the meantime conferring 
earnestly in this County with producers and dis- 
tributors of milk as to the best ways and means of 
making the operation of the Order the success it 
should be. If good results attend their deliberations 
an impetus will be given to the aspirations of milk 
producers, propaganda will doubtless be undertaken 
to educate the public to the economic and health- 
giving advantages that would be secured by a greater 
consumption of milk than obtains at present, and 
if this be achieved, who is there among us who would 
fail to envisage for the private practitioner an increase 
in the demand for his services, through the operation 
of this very Order which some of you have seemed 
to fear ? 


[ hold the view that a great work lies to the hand 
of those who are privileged to attend herds of dairy 
stock to take an increasing interest in the problems, 
met with in different cowsheds, that attach to those 
big factors that operate to increase or reduce the 
milk-producing capacity of a herd, e.g. :— 

The grading up of cows to greater milk production 
by the use of better sires and the elimination of those 
“ lodgers ” in the herds that yield no more value than 
they receive. 

The material advantages to be gained by such 
improvements in method and equipment in the dairy 
as will qualify them to put a higher grade of milk 
on the market. 

The creation of an increasing number of tubercle- 
free herds. 

The proper control of abortion disease, and especially 
the adoption of scientific measures for detecting the 
existence of this disease when called to a case of 
premature birth or to remové placental membranes, 
and thereafter, in positive cases, and when the number 
of cases occurring indicates the need, to advise and 
carry out the vaccination of the herd. 


The more general adoption of the megns now at 
hand for the better diagnosis and cure of sterility due 
to causes and conditions amenable to treatment. 


I cannot help thinking that a better solution of 
these problems if coupled with an active operation 
of the Milk (Special Designations) Order (Scotland), 
1922, which is but a stage in the process of the 
adequate control and improvement of the milk supply 
of the community, will unquestionably be to your 
interest in every way. 

The work done under the Order will hasten the day 
for a greater reform, and the coming of that day will 
assuredly mean much to the Veterinary Profession. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr. J. F. Tayvor (Cathkin): I have to thank Mr. Begg 
for his address. He has taken a subject which is of great 
moment to veterinary surgeons in private practice. This 
Order is a new departure, which limits very much the scope 
of a country practitioner in relation to the tuberculin test. 

Previously, when milk was graded, the private veter- 
inary surgeon’s certificate was accepted by the authorities, 
but this Order accepts only the certificate of a veterinary 
surgeon nominated by @ Local Authority. 

I consider this point will have a very serious effect on 
the working of the Order ; in fact,unless amended, it will 
lead to endless confusion. 

Under the Mines Act, 1911, the mallein test is carried 
out by a duly-qualified veterinary surgeon, selected by 
the coal master. Why should the tuberculin test of 
dairy herds not be done on the same principle ? Under 
Article 8 the Local Authority must make arrangements 
to see that the conditions of the licence are complied with. 
This could be done by an occasionai check test. It will be 
noted that the costs of the tests under the Order are payable 
by the producer. Lanarkshire propose to charge £3 for ten 
cows at any farm within the county, rising by 10s. for every 
additional ten cows. You have heard that the only 
veterinary surgeon ‘nominated ’’ under the Order in 
Lanarkshire is the whole-time County Veterinary Inspector. 
Now such a nomination puts every private practitioner 
in a very unsatisfactory position in regard to tuberculin 
tests carried out under Third Schedule, Part I. l(c), which 
reads ;— 

No animal shall be added to the herd unless it has been 
submitted to the tuberculin test carried out by a veterinary 
surgeon nominated by a Local Authority within the period 
of three months next before it is so added. 

You will note it does not say the V.S. of the Local 
Authority. 

A case which frequently happens in my own practice 
may be stated :— 

A dealer has received an order from a party owning a 
tuberculin tested herd in Scotland or England to supply 
a cow immodiately to keep up a milk supply. I receive 
instructions to test that cow and wire result. 

What is the position here? I am not a veterinary 
surgeon nominated by a Local Authority, therefore, 
according to this schedule, that cow cannot be added to 
its new herd, which means its milk cannot be sold until it 
has been again tested by such a nominated veterinary 
surgeon at least a month after I have completed my test. 

The Lanarkshire whole-time official cannot do this 
lirst test because the cow is not for a herd within his 
jurisdiction. 

When I qualified, my diploma granted me authority 
to carry on my profession; why should this authority 
be reduced by a Local Authority under this Order ? 

In my district round Glasgow the farmer depends on 
purchases to keep up a constant milk supply. He has no 
byre accommodation to rear young stock. Is it practical 
for the Local Authority to send their whole-time official 
to test a succession of cows until the requisite number of 
vacant places in the herd is filled ? 

I have experience of such cases, and it would mean in 
the average herd a tuberculin test almost every week. 
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| Such a test could be done by the local veterinary surgeon 
| immediately the cow was purchased. In a large dairying 
county like Lanarkshire, the farmer would need to wait 
the convenience of the county official, and in the interval 
lose the sale of the milk. 

The Lanarkshire Branch of the N.F.U. had this Order 
under discussion at their annual general meeting last week 
and moved the following resolution :— 

“That this meeting are strongly of the opinion that all 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
practising in the County of Lanark should be approved 
by the County Council as persons entitled to examine 
herds under the Milk and Dairies Act and relative Orders, 
and that their certification should be sufficient for the 
issue by the Council of certificates under the Act for the 
sale of Grade A and Certified Milk.”—-Glasgow Herald, 
5th April, 1923. 

Under the Order the only satisfactory veterinary service 
will be on the panel system, giving the producer the free 
choice of the veterinary surgeon whom he has to pay. 

The Local Authority have power to deal with the sanitary 
side of the question. 

The CHAIRMAN: You have entirely misunderstood what 
I said. I was not referring to the tuberculin test at all. 
My point was that it is difficult for the private practitioner 
to do the class of work that requires the turning down of a 
milch cow that is defective in some respect, whereas it is 
not difficult for the whole-time official, but it is not true 
to say that I referred to tuberculin tests in those terms. 

Mr. Taytor: I am only too pleased to accept that, and 
I accept it wholeheartedly. I am sorry that I misinter- 
preted your speech at the other meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps it would be better that I 
should deal with all the points as they are raised by the 
various speakers. It might have served a more useful 
purpose if this paper had been given earlier, but I was 
not invited to do so, and I thought I was rather braving 
the elements in getting it out so soon after our last dis- 
cussion. On this question of the Local Authority not 
accepting a private practitioner for nomination, there is no 
certificate going to be used or acted upon by a Local 
Authority but the nominated veterinary surgeon’s cer- 
tificate. All owners of tuberculin-tested herds will need 
to learn the lesson that the only way to keep themselves 
clear of tubercle is to eschew buying. It is never in my 
view safe tc at any animal into a certified herd if she has 
been exposed to infection, however near to the proposed 
day of entry into the herd she passed the test. Tuber- 
culin-tested herds can only be safely maintained by breed- 
ing your animals. If a man wants to buy cows, the 
private practitioner can go and test them, and you can, by 
propaganda, prepare as many herds as you like. With 
regard to fees, you may take it that whatever other Local 
Authorities may do, my Local Authority puts no stress 
upon fees, and I would never suggest that any private 
practitioner should do his work for the fees to be charged 
by a Local Authority. The County Council of Lanark 
say, “‘ Weare out for the public good. What does it matter 
to the private practitioner what we charge or whether we 
charge anything at all? If we succeed in making the 
public use 1,000 gallons where it is using 500, is it not going 
to mean something to you?’ What does it matter 
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to you if our Local Authority only charge a nominal 
sixpenco for my services, though if such work were done 
by you, you would be entitled to get £6? We are not 
opposing each other at all. 

Mr. Pecote (Biggar): I most warmly congratulate Mr. 
Bogg upon the interesting and able paper he has given us. 
There is some criticism of the Order that it has come at a 
time when agriculture is passing through a serious stage of 
depression and the public is crying for cheaper milk, and 
at the same time better quality. I am not quite sure 
that even if carried out by whole-time veterinary surgeons 
or private practitioners the Order will produce the results 
which are desired. The dairy farmers in Scotland to-day 
would need to be millionaires and philanthropists if they 
were to do all that was suggested. So far as the adminis- 
tration goes, Mr. Begg has put forward a good case for the 
county veterinary surgeons. It is a very fair and just 
argument. With regard to milk production in Lanark- 
shire, a very large quantity of the tubercle-free milk 
produced on the extreme edge of the county is sent to 
Edinburgh, and it seems unfair that the citizens of Edin- 
burgh should get a pure milk supply when the expense 
of getting that supply falls on Lanarkshire. 

The CHarrMan: I agree that the time has been a little 
unfortunate, because of the economic condition of the 
country. It has always been the case that a very large 
part of the milk produced in Lanarkshire has gone to 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. All I can suggest is that the 
rich people in the cities are willing to pay a higher price, 
and that goes to the producer. For twenty years Lanark 
has inspected all dairy herds in the county, with the 
exception of the years of the war, and I venture to say 
that not 50 per cent. of the milk is sold in Lanarkshire, 
yet Lanarkshire has been put to the expense of grading up 
the method of milk production. 

Professor GAIGER: How many certifed herds are there 
in Lanarkshire ? 

The CHAIRMAN: There are two certified herds: one 
at Hairmyres, the Colony of the Middle Ward District 
Committee, and the other at Lord Hamilton’s, of Dalzell. 
I think these are the only two in Scotland. 

Professor GAIGER: How many Grade A (tuberculin- 
tested) herds ? 

The CHAIRMAN: Four. 

Professor GAIGER: Any Grade A ? 

The CuarnMan: No. With regard to Grade A we have 
fifty or more people prepared to produce immediately. 
There must be propaganda in favour of the higher standards 
of milk supply. It is for the Farmers’ Union to take part 
in that work, and the veterinary surgeons can also do a 
great work in that direction. When you are called by a 
farmer to see a lame horse you should not be satisfied with 
siinply doing that job, but take the opportunity of studying 
urgent problems in which you can be of assistance to the 
There is much veterinary work left undone in 


farmer. 
Lanarkshire that might be done. There are several very 
big problems in which veterinary surgeons can do great 
work if they care to do more propaganda as opportunity 
arises. 

Mr. ANDERSON (Cupar): I should like also to congratulate 
It was quite worth while devoting one afternoon 


Mr. Begg. 
The difficulty we have to 


to the study of this subject. 





face is in trying to create work under the Order. Unless 
the public is willing to pay for this better milk, I do not see 
there is much use in performing propaganda work so far as 
the farmer is concerned. This thing almost strikes one as 
something of a joke, because as it exists it means nothing. 
Had the Order finished up with some clause laying it down 
that all milk sold must be retailed under the foregoing 
designations, it might have had some usefulness in it. 


The CHatrMAN: I quite agree. But this Order is only 
a step in the production of better qualities of milk. 


Mr. Brown (Kilwinning): I think it is the public that 
require to be educated, and the county authorities are at 
fault in not doing so. In some of the hospitals I know in 
our quarter they take milk from the cheapest quarter 
without demanding any examination. Until there is a 
demand for a better milk supply, the Order is not going 
to be worked. 

The CuatrMan: Mr. Brown has raised a very nice 
point about the county authorities, and I cannot say 
anything in favour of Lanarkshire in this connection. 
What is the use of local authorities issuing licences and 


continuing to use ordinary milk for sick children ? 


Mr. Young (Edinburgh): I am in total agreement with 
what Mr. Begg has said. I am a whole-time official, as you 
all know, but every day I manage to put some work in the 
hands of my professional brothers. I absolutely agree 
that the profession is letting a whole lot of work pass. 
The result is that you may be suffering from an invasion 
of unqualified practitioners who are progressing strongly 
in England. I was interested in the discussion of these 
regulations. It was my duty for some years to try to stamp 
out tuberculosis. That is why I came through to try to 
keep up my enthusiasm. There is a more far-reaching 
Order coming into force in a few months in Scotland 
dealing with meat inspection. The veterinary surgeon 
will have a high place under those regulations, and I cer- 
tainly think this division should discuss those regulations 


about to be put in force in Scotland. 


Professor Koss (Glasgow): Probably the subject has 
been fairly well discussed to-day. I have been asked, and 
I am very glad to do so, to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Begg for his paper to-day. It is exactly 
the paper [ thought he would write from his experience as 
a general practitioner in the past and more recently as a 
whole-time official. It is undoubtedly true that in the 
case of big city corporations or county councils taking up 
a subject such as veterinary inspection under the Con- 
tagious Diseases Acts or the Public Health Acts, the ten- 
dency is to put the work under a whole-time official and do 
away with the private practitioner. In this matter of 
a better standard of milk the question is, who is going to 
pay for it ? Glasgow is supposed to be a wealthier city 
than Edinburgh. I think Glasgow will never pay for it. 
There is a case I remember of one of Glasgow’s merchant 
princes dying from enteric fever. Immediately the 
West-End demanded special sterilised bottled milk, ete., 
but it came to twopence a quart more than the ordinary 
milk, and only one family took that specially-preparcd milk. 
I do not think Mr. Taylor will be worried very much by 
not being nominated under the Order. So far as I can read 
it, the whole thing is in exactly the same position as before, 
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I can test as much as I like, but the Local Authority is not 
going to take my certificate, 

The CuatrmMan: I must thank Mr. Robb for his kind 
and appreciative references to myself. It has been a great 
pleasure to me to produce the paper, and I hope it has been 
of some service. 





New Sheep Scab Order for Scotland. 


Following their interview with the Secretary for Scotland 
in regard to the allocation of the grant for agriculture in 
Scotland, the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture deputation 
had an interview at the Ministry of Agriculture on May 
16th with Sir Daniel Hall, the Permanent Secretary, and 
Sir Stewart Stockman, with regard to sheep scab. 

Mr. Henderson, of Lawton, who introduced the depu- 
tation, explained the attitude of the Scottish Chamber of 
Agriculture. He referred to the communications which 
have been passing between the Ministry and the Chamber 
on the question of sheep scab and the double dipping of 
sheep, and particularly to a long letter which the Ministry 
had recently sent to the Chamber. He stated that, while 
the Chamber had given consideration to the letter, they 
did not feel entirely satisfied by its terms, and he directed 
attention to a resolution adopted by the Chamber, which 
urged the Ministry of Agriculture to take immediate 
steps to define and schedule the areas where sheep scab 
exists, and at the same time endeavour to eradicate the 
disease by imposing at once a penalty on those having 
scabbed sheep, if it could not be proved that reasonable 
and proper means had been taken to keep clear of or cure 
the disease. The resolution had also urged upon the 
Ministry to see that free movement of sheep without any 
restrictions be permitted from “clean” areas, provided 
that such areas, if admitting sheep from “scheduled” areas, 
insisted that they were moved direct to their destinations 
and were isolated and kept in quarantine until twice dipped, 
with an interval of 14 days between each dipping. 

HARDSHIPS OF FARMERS. 

Mr. C. W. Grieve, who followed, discussed at considerable 
length the difficulties which sheep farmers in clean areas 
are experiencing from the necessity of double dipping, 
which necessarily arose from the incidence of sheep scab in 
He thought 


it was hard and unfair that the overwhelming majority 


only three or four districts of the country. 


of sheep farmers should be caused to suffer so much through 
the fault 
strongly advocated that steps should be taken in con- 


of farmers in a few districts. He therefore 
formity with the resolution adopted by the Chamber. 

Sir Daniel Hall, replying to the deputation, indicated 
his entiré sympathy with the objects of the deputation, 
and promised to give their representations the most 
favourable consideration. He stated that an order would 
be issued almost immediately in accordance with the 
Chamber’s wishes, to the effect that any person having 
sheep in his possession affected with sheep scab would be 
liable to penalties. The Ministry of Agriculture, he said, 
were intent on a thorough-going effort to clear sheep scab 
from infected areas, and he hoped to secure the co-operation 
of the Chamber and other agricultural organisations in 
Scotland with that object. 

After a vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. Henderson, the 


vroceedings terminated. 
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“ There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

“ Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune : 

* Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

“ Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 

“ On such a full sea are we now afloat ; 

* And we must take the current when tt serves, 

* Or lose our ventures.” 

—dJul. Caesar, Act w., Se. 3. 

To-day we hope our leading article will appear a 
little more cheerful to our readers. For months past 
we have shared in the general despondency, and have 
perhaps been inclined to take a too gloomy view of the 
future. While everyone has seemed to be working 
under a cloud, against perpetual difficulties and set- 
backs, it has been very difficult to cultivate a spirit 
of optimism. At last, however, we see signs of a 
definite improvement and of interest amongst our 
profession. The period of depression through which 
we have been passing is not confined to these islands, 
by any means, for the same state of things has been 
very evident in America and other countries. But we 
believe that at last our splendid little profession is be- 
coming aroused and conscious of the work that lies before 
it. It is beginning to do things instead of merely talking 
and grumbling about them. All over the country 
veterinary activities are more pronounced, and the 
veterinary surgeon is coming more and more before 
the public eye. This is a most healthy sign and now 
that the tide is turning in our favour, every oppor- 
tunity must be taken to assist its flow and to make 
use of it for the advantage of our empire and our 
profession. Some may think it infra dig. to speak 
of our merits and our past services, but though we 
admire this truly humble and professional spirit in 
the abstract, we believe that if we are to progress we 
must move with the times and adapt ourselves to the 
requirements of the age. If we persist in hiding our 
light under a bushel, the world is far too busily.occupied 
to discover us, and we shall remain unknown and 
unwanted. We need discreet professional advertising, 
and the best advertisement we can get is to do good 
and useful work, and take care that the right people 
shall be aware of it. An excellent opportunity occurs 
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at the annual dinner of the R.C.V.S., when we hope 
that not only will our guests be chosen from amongst 
the most influential personages, but also that it will 
be widely reported in the press. Again, the annual 
congress of this Association at York will give the 
profession another opportunity of enlightening the 
public as to its value. Perhaps the most permanent 
and useful institution for keeping us in touch with the 
public and public bodies is our own “ National ” ; and 
it is here that we feel we have most reason for en- 
couragement. Interest in the National is increasing 
daily. There is no doubt of it . The interest arises, as 
it should arise, both from inside and outside our ranks. 
The correspondence, which is a good index, is growing 
steadily both from members and from public bodies. 
Also we feel that as time goes on we are doing better 
and more useful work, and that members are beginning 
to realise it. We look forward with confidence and 
pleasure to the future, and we hope our readers will 
share our views and help us to increase our activity 
and usefulness. 


STOP PRESS. 


COUNCIL ELECTION RESULT. 
Bradley os “ 1040 


Craig .. a SA, 954 
Stoekman as iis 950 
Male _....... a ae 895 
Gofton.... si = 882 
Gaiger. - _ * 878 
MeIntosh Au ; R34 
Howard _e...... : 716 
Blackhurst ... ; 559 
Inglis a " 558 
SEE ule 547 
Roberts ee " 476 


First nine elected. 








Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


DANGER FROM HAY AND STRAW PACKING FROM ABROAD. 

Official reports concerning the recent outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease at Plaistow--which resulted in the 
Metropolitan Cattle Market and the markets at Epping 
and Romford being temporarily closed—have resulted 
in the Essex Agricultural Committee sending a communi- 
cation to the Ministry of Agriculture directing attention 
to the possible danger of infection in hay and straw packing 
from abroad, and suggesting that, os a precaution, such 
packing should be destroyed. 

One of the Essex County inspectors reported that the 
Plaistow outbreak appeared to have been traced to some 
glass packing from Austria. The Committee’s veterinary 
inspector added that it had been reported that a man 
who received a quantity of straw packing from abroad 
sold part of it to the man upon whose premises the out break 


occurred. 
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Reviews. 





Veterinary Hygiene, by Martin Kummer, *P.H.D., 
D.V.M., translated from the third edition 
by A. A. Leibold, D.V.M., late Professor of Phy- 
siology and Hygiene, also Professor of Pathology 
and Bacteriology, Chicago Veterinary College. 
Royal 8vo. Pages 432. Price 25s. net. By 
Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, 8Henrietta Street, W.C. 
This book is a fairly comprehensive work, and 

should prove a useful text-book for the student, 
besides containing information of value to the general 
practitioner. The introduction traces the know- 
ledge of sanitary science and its development from 
early antiquity to the present time. The succeeding 
chapters deal with the different modes of infection 
by water, fodder, minerals, and parasites in an 
interesting manner, and their prevention. The 
illustrations are many and varied, showing the 
methods of housing the different domesticated 
animals, poisonous fungi, parasites, ete. 


Poisonous Plants of all Countries, by Dr. A. 
BeRNHARD-SmitH, Second edition. Crown 8vo. 
Pages xii. + 112, with 185 illustrations in the 
text. Price 6s. net. London: Bailliére, Tindall 
and Cox. 

This is a capital book of reference. The plants are 
arranged in a manner that will help anyone seeking 
information as to the possible plants that may give 
rise to a certain train of symptoms as a result of their 
poisonous action on various parts of the body. 
Thus we have those acting on the brain, on the spinal 
cord, and on the heart ; irritant poisons and specific 
irritants ; also the active poisonous principles con- 
tained in the plants described. From the deserip- 
tions given anyone with elementary botanical know- 
ledge ought to be able to identify specimens. Not 
the least pleasing feature of the book is the choice 
selection of quotations in verse after the description 
of each plant. The price of the book, 6s., places it 
within the reach of all. 








"— 
Inspection OF MAT AT SMITHFIELD. 

During 1922 the record amount of 463,074 tons of meat 
passed through the central markets at Smithfield, an 
average of about 1,800 tons a day. Thirty per cent. of 
the pork was supplied by British feeders, but Mr. Dunlop 
Young, veterinary surgeon to the corporation, considers 
this amount could be greatly increased if more attention 
were paid to scientific feeding, etc. He advises the 
pasteurization of all food which could convey tubercle 
bacilli to pigs in order to avoid the destruction of carcases 
or portions of carcases on the market. One ton in every 
320 tons of meat paying toll in the central markets was 
condemned in 1922, compared with one ton in 169 in 1921. 
Of the fish delivered at or near Billingsgate Market during 
1922, one ton in 107 tons was condemned compared with 


one ton in 88 tons in 1921. 
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Clinical and Case Reporis. 


Th: Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
ontributiogs to this column of reports of interesting cases 





Three Cases from New Zealand. 


Diaphragmatic Rupture in Labour. 

Subject.—Aged mare. 

Symptoms.—I was called at midnight to a mare 
(first foal) which had been attempting to foal for at 
least four hours without making any progress. I 
found her in a sitting dog posture, with haggard 
expression of countenance, cold extremities, and 
with a general appearance suggestive of something 
more than a case of protracted labour. Labour pains 
were very severe, and mare would throw herself 
violently on her side, but would again quickly resume 
the sitting position. A rapid examination showed 
only the left side of the foal’s neck presenting, the 
head being turned back over the right shoulder and 
pointing towards the foal’s tail. I administered 
Zii chloral, which had little or no effect. I intended 
repeating the dose, but the symptoms became so 
grave that I advised the owner there was no hope 
for the mare. In about five minutes she lay over 
on her side and died without a struggle. 

Post-mortem examination._-This showed extensive 
rupture of the left side of the diaphragm, with the 
stomach and about ten feet of bowel in the thoracic 
cavity. I might mention that the mare’s stomach 
and intestines were absolutely crammed with chaff. 


Successful Traumatic Hernia Operation. 
Subject..-Three-year-old sheep dog. 
Symptoms.—Three days previous to being seen by 

me the dog tackled a wild boar, receiving two very 
nasty wounds, one of which bled profusely. The 
dog was so weak after the fight that it had to be 
taken home in a trap. He refused all food and 
appeared in pain. On the third day owner noticed 
a swelling about size of an egg along the line of right 
asternal cartilages, and brought the subject to me 
for examination. 


The dog was so weak that he could hardly stand. | 


There was a deep clean-cut wound on left shoulder 
and an oblique, apparently subcutaneous, wound 
extending from the left side of umbilical region to the 
swelling already mentioned, which was doughy to 
the feel, irreducible, and painful on pressure. 
Operation.—I injected morphia and made a small 
opening into the swelling, from which some feces 
escaped. I extended the operation wound, and 
found three to four inches of intestine lying between 
skin and abdominal muscles. Where the intestine 
curved at the most dependent part of the swelling, and 
nearest to the termination of the subcutaneous wound 
of the abdomen, the bowel was badly bruised and per- 
forated, having very probably been struck by the 
boar’s tusk. The bruised portion of bowel was 
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completely excised and edges brought together by 
three Lembert sutures. The whole area was thor- 
oughly washed with boiled water. On attempting 
to replace the bowel I was surprised to find the 
hernial ring through the lower portion of the last 
intercostal space. The ring did not appear of recent 
formation, and this was confirmed by the fact that 
some omental fat was found intimately associated 
with the abdominal muscles in the vicinity of the 
ring. After replacing the bowel a free edge of this 
fat was sutured over the ring, and the operation 
wound then sutured, leaving a dependent opening 
for drainage. The temperature rose to 103° F., but 
was back to normal within five days of operation. 
He has been at work for the last six months. 


Pulmonary Hydatid Cyst. 


History.—I was asked to see a cow which, the owner 
said, appeared normal until after the evening milking, 
when her throat and shoulders appeared swollen. 

Symptoms.—Examination showed extensive sub- 
cutaneous emphysema,extending from the throat as far 
back as the last lumbar vertebra. There were increased 
respirations and a temperature of 103° F. No 
external wounds were present. Auscultation over 
left lung failed to detect either respiratory or heart 
sounds. The right lung gave increase in respiratory 
sounds. The dung contained a few specks of blood- 
stained mucous. I advised the owner that the case 
was hopeless owing to some lung injury, and the 
animal died within twelve’ hours. 

Post-mortem.—The post-mortem examination showed, 
in addition to generalised emphysema, total collapse 
of the left lung and a large hydatid cyst, with rup- 
tured walls lying on the inferior border of the main 
lobe. There were no hydatid cysts in any other part 
of the body. 








R.A.V.C. War Memorial. 





We desire to call the particular attention of our 
readers to the notice which appears in our advertise- 
ment columns relative to the unveiling ceremony in 
connection with the memorial which is being placed 
in St. George’s (Garrison) Church, Woolwich, to 
perpetuate the memory of those officers, warrant 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps, Regular and Territorial, 
who lost their lives during the great war. 

It is unnecessary for us to commend the over- 
whelming claim of such an occasion upon the interest 
and time of our readers, and by drawing their attention 
to the particulars of the ceremony detailed in the 
announcement, we feel certain that a large and 
representative gathering will be assured. 


eee 


A remarkable performance stands to the credit of The 
Doctor, the well-known horse owned by Mr. John Coleman, 
of Epsom, in that having had a paralytic stroke and been 
amiss for two years, it won the first prize and silver cup 
in the open jumping competition at the Horsham show, 
on May 2\st. 




















wb pad 


June 9, 1923 


AMssociation Reports. 


Central Veterinary Society. 


A general mecting of the Society was held on 
Thursday, May 3rd, 1923, at 10 Red Lion Square, 
Holborn. 

There were present Messrs. J. Willett, G. H. Livesey, 
H. J. Parkin, W. Perryman, H. D. Jones, E. L. Stroud, 
W. N. Thompson, Majors G. W. Dunkin, P. J. Simpson, 
P. W. Dayer Smith, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, 
Messrs. M. C. Tennant, A. Cornish Bowden, Henry 
Gray, R. L. Cornell, Captains G. Dunlop Martin, 
Hamilton Kirk, and F. J. Bosworth, Messrs. J. Rowe, 
H. L. Roberts, and J. F. Macdonald, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors.—Messrs. R. Dunwoody, T. Jenkinson 
Richardson, and C. G. Langford. 

The Secretary announced that unfortunately the 
President, Captain A. E. Willett, was unable to 
attend owing to his being unwell. 

It was unanimously decided that Mr. J. Willett 
be asked to take the chair. 

The Secretary said that owing to the last meeting 
having taken place three weeks ago, the minutes had 
not yet been published. 

It was proposed by Mr. J. Rowe and seconded by 
Professor Wooldridge, that the approval of the April 
minutes should be held over until the next meeting. 

COoRRESPONDENCE.— Apologies for non-attendance 
were received from Captain A. E. Willett, Sir John 
Bland Sutton, Colonel Williams, Sir John Moore, 
Major Hobday, Professor Reynolds, Mr. McIntosh, 
and Mr. J. ©. Coleman. 

The SecRETARY read a letter from the Royal 
Counties V.M.A., suggesting that the National should 
provide a reporter for divisional meetings, the charge 
not to exceed two guineas, plus railway fares. 

The CHatRMAN: This matter has been discussed 
very fully at the Council meeting, and has been 
brought forward to this meeting for the views of the 
Fellows. 

Major Stimpson: Being responsible for the letter, 
it would be as well if I explained the idea. It is 
extremely difficult for local country branches of the 
N.V.M.A. to obtain the services of reporters who are 
au fait with scientific terms, and, as we all know, 
members when speaking at meetings are apt to use 
abbreviations, etc., which, although quite intelligible 
to the other members, completely nonplus a strange 
reporter. The result is that the reports received 
take a great deal of editing, both by the local secretary 
and again by the Editorial Committee of the N.V.M.A. 

It is with the idea of getting the reports of meetings 
somewhat standardised that I have brought this 
matter forward. I do not think the members of the 
Central would be binding themselves in any way if 
they gave their support to the resolution passed by 
the Royal Counties V.M.A. 

I would like to propose that this Society agrees 
with the idea formulated in the resolution. 
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Major Dunkin : In view of the fact that no railway 
fare would have to be paid, and, secondly, that this 
Society is looked up to in matters of this description, 
I think that we should take the lead. I know that 
one of the Societies in which I am interested would 
adopt it, and I have great pleasure in seconding the 
proposa'. 

As no one spoke further on this matter, the CHatR- 
MAN put to the meeting that the Central Society 
formally agree to consider this scheme. ' 

This was carried unanimously. 

Major A. E. Roperrs, 134 Queen’s Road, Bays- 


water, was duly elected a Fellow of the Society. 
Post-MorRTEM SPECIMENS. 


Major Dunkin: The specimen that I have here 
comprises two hocks from the same horse, which 
was an American trotter, and was sold for a consider- 
able sum. When it came under my notice the 
animal had internal and external spavins as big as 
oranges. The animal was killed and the bones 
were boiled out. You will see that there is very 
great ossification of the small bones, the scaphoid 
and cuneiform magnum being united. The two 
hocks are extremely alike, and it is the only case 
which I have seen where there has been such a simi- 
larity. 

The third hock that I have here is a normal one 
for comparison. 

Captain Kirk: I would like to thank Major 
Dunkin, and to say how glad I am that we have had 
the opportunity of seeing these specimens. I have 
rarely seen larger spavins. I would like to ask 
Major Dunkin whether the animal suffered any pain, 
and also whether the horse was lame, in view of the 
fact that although the horse was the subject of a 
cruelty prosecution, it had been raced and worked 
to date ? 

Major Dunkin: Yes. The movement was very 
peculiar—the gait was stilty. So far as I could 
gather, the animal took two steps of the hind legs 
to one of the front. When it was down it was unable 
to get up without assistance. Up to a short time 
before its death, | am told, it was raced by its owner 
for small amounts. . 

Major Dunkin: The animal was about fifteen 
years old. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: The specimens are most 
interesting, the most extraordinary thing about them 
being the symmetrical condition of both hocks, and 
I am very pleased to know that there is a prospect 
of obtaining them for the museum of the College. 

Mr. PERRYMAN asked Major Dunkin what was the 
condition of the animal. 

Major Dunkin: I am very pleased to hear Mr. 
Perryman ask this question; I have been expecting 
it. My view is that the animal was in pain. 

In reply to Mr. PerryMAN, Major Dunkin said that 
the animal was not at all vicious. 

Mr. PerryMAN: The animal must have suffered 
excruciating pain, and in my opinion ought to have 
been killed long ago. 
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Mr. J. Rowe: If proper notice had been taken, 
the animal would no doubt have been killed before. 

Mr. J. Wittetr: I should like to thank Major 
Dunkin from the chair. It is unique that the speci- 
mens are both from the same horse. They are well 
worthy to find a place in the College museum. 


DISCUSSION ON THE NOTIFIABILITY OF DISTEMPER. 


Captain Kirk : In bringing forward this suggestion 
of making distemper a notifiable disease, I do so with 
the object of obtaining your opinions as to the prac- 
ticability of such a measure. Those dog owners 
with whom I mix seem to be unanimous in their 
desire to see distemper added to the list of notifiable 
diseases. There is more distemper to the square 
mile in Great Britain than in any other country, 
for the reason that to the square mile there are more 
dogs. On the basis of the revenue returns of licences 
paid last year, the canine population of Great Britain 
amounts to 2,048,260. But there are exemptions 
and evasions (the former alone being computed at 
well over half a million), and these figures represent 
only the ascertained minimum. Distemper, more- 
over, is peculiarly a disease of puppyhood, and 
puppies under six months old are excluded from 
taxation. Their aggregate number can only be 
conjectured. But there can hardly be fewer than 
300,000 brood bitches in the country, and if 
half of these each produce one litter of three whelps 
in a twelvemonth, we come to the estimate of 450,000 
dogs bred in a year. Quite two-thirds of them are 
victims of distemper, more or less severe, and, assum- 
ing that each separate case from incubation to 
convalescence cost the owner at least 20s. for extra 
attendance, drugs and incidental expenses, the total 
monetary loss cannot be short of £200,000 per annum, 
not to mention the more serious losses by death. 
The main sources of infection are dog shows, crowded 
breeding kennels, fox-hound kennels, dog shops, 
homes for lost dogs, the streets and roads, and infected 
railway vans. The Kennel Club regulation against 
permitting dogs coming to shows from infected 
kennels is excellent. But something more drastic 
and far-reaching is needed. Veterinary surgeons 
who examine the dogs as they pass into shows cannot 
be expected to detect the incipient symptoms which 
have escaped the owners, while to exclude the animal 
that is merely doubtful might be regarded as a griev- 
ance. A dog which is itself free from the symptoms 
of the disease may at the same time be a dangerous 
carrier of infection. It is, indeed, quite likely to be 
such a carrier if it has travelled in the inadequate 
van accommodation provided on the railways. Dogs 
are not included in the Ministry of Agriculture Orders 
issued under the Diseases of Animals Act, and it is 
not incumbent upon the railway companies to clean 
and disinfect the pens and vehicles used for the 
conveyance of dogs, as in the case of horse boxes and 
cattle trucks. The same van may carry several dogs 
on several journeys, and yet never be disinfected 
from month to month. For this reason alone 
distemper should be made a notifiable disease, as 
in the case of rabies, glanders, foot-and-mouth 








disease, and swine fever. There is urgent need for 
a legal requirement upon all owners of dogs suffering 
from an outbreak of distemper to notify the fact to 
their local authorities. The adoption of such a course, 
and a penalty for its infringement, would act as a 
deterrent upon those who see no harm in taking an 
infected dog into public, places, or of themselves 
going among healthy dogs from homes or kennels 
in which distemper is known to be rampant. The 
duty of putting their kennels in quarantine under 
official regulations would no doubt be a serious 
inconvenience ; but not more so than are the occasions 
when an outbreak of rabies occurs, and the movements 
of dogs are restricted. The compulsory notification 
of all cases of distemper would limit the risks of 
infection and go far towards clearing the way for 
further measures of prevention—the ultimate object 
of the Distemper Council. 

I consider that if this measure were enforced the 
restrictions imposed upon the showing of in-contact 
or diseased dogs, and upon their general movement 
in public places, would immensely reduce the infection 
—probably by about 50 per cent. 

Veterinary surgeons would not only suffer no loss 
from the diminished number of diseased dogs, but 
would probably gain, as the importance of each 
outbreak would make a veterinary certificate impera- 
tive; whereas, at the present time, cases are very 
often dealt with empirically by their owners, without 
the employment of a qualified man. 

The cost to the State would apparently not be 
appreciable, as it seems merely to impose a further 
duty on the police. 

There are some difficulties, however, in effecting 
such a scheme as this, and they are :—(1) Making 
people report cases ; (2) the opposition arising from 
the loss of sales incurred when the dog public got to 
know the premises were infected ; (3) the loss of 
various other liberties. (4) But the biggest difficulty 
of all is that of diagnosing with any certainty the 
early cases. 

Professor Woo.tpripGE: I hardly like to express 
any views on this problem at the present moment, 
because it is certainly a very big one, and I am not 
sure of its practicability. One would like to consider 
it in detail before expressing an opinion. I think, 
so far as dog life is concerned, that if practicable it 
would be a very desirable step from an economic 
point of view, because it would save a lot of suffering 
and a lot of money. Captain Kirk dismisses the 
expenditure for making it a notifiable disease as 
little or nothing. I think that the scheduling would 
be a very big thing and entail a tremendous amount 
of both administrative and clerical work. It is no 
good attempting to promote the scheme unless there 
is a reasonable prospect of it being a success. And the 
first thing that would be necessary would be to lay 
down some definite regulations by which it could be 
decided whether the animal had got distemper or 
not ; and I do not see how this would be possible, 
owing to the varied types of the disease met with, 
and the very wide range of symptoms to which it 
may give rise. 
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I think the first point to decide is whether the 
idea is a practicable one, and I must say that I have 
my doubts. 

Veterinary surgeons are noted as being altruists, 
and they are striving day and night to remove their 
own livelihood. I consider that however desirable 
the idea may be in the abstract, it is impracticable. 

Captain Kirk: To put the matter on a more 
substantial basis, I should just like to read the rough 
draft of rules I have drawn out :— 


DISTEMPER AS A NOTIFIABLE DISEASE. 


(a) That it shall be notifiable to the police. 

(6) That a veterinary surgeon called privately to treat 
a case which is eventually diagnosed by him as distemper 
shall notify the police of the existence of the disease. 

(c) Or shall serve the owner with a form, directing him 
to notify the police. 

(d) That those owners who do not employ a veterinary 
surgeon should be adequately informed of the necessity 
for notification, and ot the penalties for omitting to do so. 

(e) This information could be printed on the back of dog 
licences ; could be advertised in dog and lay papers; and 
could appear along with other police notices at stations, etc. 

(f) Notification to carry with it the obligation of con- 
fining the diseased dog, so that it can have no access to 
healthy dogs. 

(g) Also the obligation of not taking the diseased or 
in-contact dogs to a dog show, dog shop, or dog home 
(other than a hospital or sanatorium for isolation or 
treatment). 

(h) Offences against the order to be punishable. 

(t) A veterinary surgeon’s certificate of good health 
must be procured before the owner could consider his 
animal free from the disease. The veterinary surgeon 
to be paid by him. 

(j) Thorough disinfection of kennels and all other articles 
must be carried out before the veterinary surgeon gives 
such certificate. 

(k) Police veterinary surgeons or veterinary officers of 
the Ministry of Agriculture to be given power to enter 
any owner’s home, dog home, shop, or other place where 
dogs congregate (other than veterinary surgeons’ in- 
firmaries, etc.), for the purpose of inspecting the animals 
confined there, and detecting possible infectious cases. 

(tl) Ocular and nasal discharges, or nasal discharges 
alone, coupled with either diarrhoea, sleepiness, shivering, 
pyrexia, cough, or cutaneous ulcers, to be regarded as 
distemper, until proved otherwise. , 

I suggest that we might use the following points as a 
basis tor discussion :— 

(1) Are we unanimous that notifiability is desirable, and 
that it would reduce the incidence of the disease ? 

(2) If so, ie it a practicable possibility ? 

(3) What symptom, or group of symptoms, should be 
held to be a definite case of distemper ? 

(4) If we agree that the measure should and can be 
effected, what is the best method of bringing the 
Ministry of Agriculture into line with our views ? 

Professor Woo.tpripce: In view of Captain 
Kirk’s further notes I should like to be allowed to 
amplify a few of my remarks, 
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The first and greatest difficulty would be that of 
definite diagnosis. Even at the present time veterin- 
ary surgeons find it very difficult to say definitely in 
the early stages whether or not a dog has got dis- 
temper, and the suggestion is that every case of 
distemper should be reported to some authority. 
Supposing a case of suspected distemper arises, 
should that be reported ? If it is the opinion that it 
should, I am afraid that every dog that lives will 
have its name and number sent to headquarters. 
It is more than probable that the condition may be 
due to some sort of catarrh or some trouble of the 
alimentary tract. Then failure to report a case 
must be susceptible of some penalty, and if such 
regulations were put into force, what veterinary 
surgeon would be safe? It would be quite hopeless 
to attempt to keep within the boundaries named, 

Supposing we adopted the law as related to para- 
sitic mange—-which is an absurdity--that is, that 
every case that is certified by an inspector as para- 
sitic mange is parasitic mange, and bears no discussion, 
I do not think that it would be at all a wise step. 

A host of inspectors would be necessary, and the 
responsibility would be put on them to say when 
the animal had distemper. 

According to one of the rules read by Captain Kirk, 
these inspectors would have authority to enter any 
house where a dog was kept to find out if the dog 
had distemper. It has been said that an English- 
man’s home is his castle ; is it conceivable that such 
intrusion would be submitted to? There is already 
quite enough “ power of entry” for various pur- 
poses without adding to them. Even for this reason 
alone I think that any suggestion of this description 
would be doomed to failure. 

Mr. Livesty: I do not feel able to discuss this 
question without further consideration. There is 
one point of Captain Kirk’s that I should like to 
comment upon now, however, and that is the third 
point: “ What symptom or group of symptoms 
should be held to be a definite case of distemper ? ” 
I think that if there were fifty meetings of veterinary 
surgeons held in this country to discuss this question, 
we should get fifty different opinions, and until we 
can agree upon this one point, the whole question of 
making distemper a notifiable disease is an imprac- 
ticable one. If we cannot agree upon this point, 
how are we to expect policemen to say whether a 
dog has distemper or no ? ° 

I quite agree with the view expressed by Professor 
Wooldridge that the scheduling of the disease would 
be very expensive. 

Major Dunkin: I have very little more to add to 
that already mentioned. I can quite see the desira- 
bility of making distemper a notifiable disease, but 
I am of the opinion that it would be impracticable 

Another point is in reference to comparison of 
notifying parasitic mange and distemper ; the former 
case is a great national asset. Would the notification 
of distemper be such an asset as to warrant such a 
method as suggested by Captain Kirk ? 
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Mr. Henry Gray: I congratulate Captain Kirk 
on bringing this subject forward, and I quite agree 
with many of his remarks, and do not agree with the 
other gentlemen who have spoken. 

The dog is not an absolutely necessary animal, and 
consequently more consideration is given to other 
animals which are absolutely necessary for our 
well-being. I think it is a question for the Humani- 
tarian Societies to take up and bring forward for 
discussion. 

Distemper is a cruel disease for a dog to have, and 
some action should be taken to lessen its incidence. 
There are not enough precautions taken against the 
disease, especially by many Show people, who, when 
they get it in their dogs, do not care one jot about 
other people's animals. It is for such people as these 
that restrictions should be introduced. 

As to diagnosis—if the disease is suspected, it 
should be reported. My practice is always to suspect 
it, and thus obviate much of its evils. 

The Dumb Friends’ League, the Canine Defence 
League and the Antivivisection League profess to do 
great things for animals, yet they have never taken 
_ any steps to prevent disease, and therefore to prevent 
dogs suffering from it. Instead of preventing disease, 
the Antivivisection Society work hard to prevent 
people trying to cope with it. They begin at the 
wrong end of the stick; they should endeavour to 
do away with disease, and then there would be no 
necessity to investigate it by experiments on animals. 
But then there would be no necessity for Antivivi- 
section Societies. 

The Kennel Club has great powers which it can put 
into practice against people showing dogs when 
there is distemper in their kennels. When a dog is 
known to be suffering from distemper at a Show, why 


do they not send down a veterinary surgeon to see , 


the state of the kennels from which the dog came ? 
The Kennel Club should exist for the general welfare 
of the dog: that should be its first object. It exists 
for those who profit by keeping or exhibiting dogs. 

I think that any dog suffering from any disease 
whatever should not be admitted into a Show. The 
Shows are said to be for the improvement or better- 
ment of dogs. In many instances, however, they 
exist for the profit of the exhibitor. 

As to cost, I think the whole cost should be thrown 
upon the dog owners. The proper thing to do is to 
increase the cost of the licence, so as to meet the 
expenses of the State controlling this malady. The 
State does not trouble anything about the diseases 
of dogs—it only makes provisions against rabies 


because the human being and the other domesticated | 


animals are in danger of it ; and yet we profess to be 
a dog-loving country. It is not for the benefit of 
the dog; we are concerned more about our own 
sentiments. 

I think action should be taken by those who are 
most concerned with, or profess to have great love 
for, dogs, especially the Kennel Club, the Humani- 
tarian and Antivivisection Societies, and it is for them 
to ask us to discuss it with them. 
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There are three sets of dog-owners :—-Those who 
keep dogs as pets or companions; those who keep 
them for use—watch-dogs, sheep-dogs, sporting dogs ; 
and those who keep them for profit, or deal in them. 

Professor Woo.prinGe: I should like to ask Mr. 
Gray whether he thinks the suggestion practicable ? 

Mr. Henry Gray: Yes, I think it is a practicable 
idea, as it was so for the contagious diseases of other 
animals, and I do not see why the dog should not be 
benefited by similar legislation. As the dog is not 
of any great economical value to the State, that is 
all the more reason why this disease should be included 
in the scheduled diseases. 

Mr. PERRYMAN: When I saw this subject on the 
agenda, I thought we had to consider a very big 
proposition. I jotted down one or two points that 
came into my mind, but I am afraid that Professor 
Wooldridge has covered most of them. 

As Professor Wooldridge has explained, one of the 
greatest difficulties is in giving notice of notifiable 
diseases ; I particularly refer to glanders and skin 
If the veterinary surgeon were required 
to notify distemper, it would be a very unpleasant 


' task, and would raise a regular hornet’s nest with his 


clients. If the owner of the dog suspected that the 
animal had distemper, he would be sure to report it 
to the central authority, especially if a fine were 
imposed for all cases of distemper not reported, and 


' Tam afraid much unnecessary work would be involved. 


There is another point, and that is, When it is not 
possible to say definitely whether the animal is 
affected with distemper, how are you going to 
Another difficulty would be 
at what period should that animal be notified, and to 
whom should you notify ? 

Compulsory notification would mean the appoint- 
ment of additional inspectors to carry out the order. 
At present there are only two for London, and to 
appoint more would appear unreasonable to the 
Central Authorities. 

Captain Kirk views the expense very lightly. Person- 
ally I think it would be very considerable. 

Then, again, as to responsibility-it would simply 
throw the liability on the veterinary surgeon, and 
cause endless trouble. 

In conclusion, I should be sorry to see any resolu- 
tion passed in favour of this suggestion, and must 
say that I do not think it would be practicable to 


' carry out the idea, especially in view of the fact that 


at present it is not always possible to diagnose the 
disease. 

Captain Duntop Martin: I think this is a very 
good subject to bring forward, and it has just occurred 
to me that, in view of the investigations that are 
being carried out by the Field Distemper Fund, I 
should like to propose that the suggestion be put 
forward to their Council for consideration. Perhaps 
in any case it would be as well to obtain the opinion 
of that Council. 

Mr. CornisH-BowpDeN : I have got nothing further 
to say in connection with the subject under dis- 
cussion. I would, however, like to make a few remarks 
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in regard to what has been said about the Kennel 
Club. 

I have the honour of being a member of that Club, 
and I can assure Captain Kirk and Mr. Gray that the 
Kennel Club Committee would be only too pleased to 
consider the support of any workable scheme to make 
distemper a notifiable disease. 

Captain Kirk said that the source of infection is 
at dog shows. People who keep pedigree dogs are 
far too careful and do everything possible to avoid 
distemper. As a rule a dog suffering from this 
disease is not in a fit condition to show with any 
prospect of winning a prize. 

The Kennel Club, as you probably know, makes 
every exhibitor sign a declaration that for six weeks 
previous to the Show for which a dog is entered 
there has not been any distemper in his or her kennels. 
What more can one do than that ? There is no better 
means of keeping distemper out of the shows than 
that. Captain Kirk said that the disease is also 
spread by infected railway vans. I think that that 
is a very far-fetched idea. Dogs are not carried in 
railway vans every day. I frequently travel on a 
certain Company’s line with dogs, and it is many 
months since I came across anybody else travelling 
with them. When a show is held in any particular 
district, many dogs may be conveyed by. rail to that 
show. After that these vans may not be used for a year 
for that purpose, and in the meanwhile they have 
been subjected to severe desiccation, which will 
effectually destroy any distemper germs. 

Another point raised by Mr. Gray is that the 
Kennel Club should have veterinary surgeons to 
examine the kennels of exhibitors. My experience 
is that it is very seldom that a dog suffering from 
any disease whatever, is admitted to a dog show, and 
never in a recognisable form. A dog most decidedly 
should not be admitted to a show if suffering from 
any infectious disease, and I myself have turned 
out dogs suffering from lice, and I think I am quite 

‘stified in doing so. 

I have never seen a dog admitted to a dog show 
suffering from visible symptoms of infectious diseases ; 
but, of course, if there are no symptoms to be seen. 
one cannot help admitting the animal. 

Major Stmpson: It seems to me that the chief 
difficulty in the reporting of distemper is the number 
of dogs suspected of having distemper by their owners. 
It is a peculiar thing, but my experience is that most 
dog owners seem to be under the impression that a 
dog must have distemper at least once during its 
life, and directly the least little thing out of the 
ordinary occurs to that dog, the owner says it has got 
distemper. I think that if it were necessary to 
report suspected cases of distemper, nearly every 
dog would be reported as having distemper at least 
once in its life. 

By the time that a dog has developed symptoms 
recognisable by the lay owner as those of distemper, 
that dog will have spread the infection and caused 
nearly as much damage as if he had not been reported. 

Captain Kirk : I hope no Fellows regard the matter 
as a waste of time, because I think that the question 
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should be discussed by a technical assembly such 
as this. I have really opened the matter this evening 
to ascertain whether the idea is practicable or not. 
If it is to be carried out, how is it to be done? The 
whole idea is not mine, and I claim no originality in 
bringing the matter forward. I brought it because 
I have been asked to-do so. I can quite see all the 
difficulties alluded to by other speakers, but I think 
the greatest difficulty of all is that of diagnosis. For 
the purposes of this proposed order, however, [ 
believe this question could be definitely settled by 
the appointment of a committee of scientifie men, 
who should, once and for all, agree amongst themselves 
as to what symptoms (individually or collectively) 
constitute distemper. In my opinion it is necessary 
to arrive at such a conclusion in order to be able to 
say when a dog has, or has not, got distemper. Although 
some speakers have suggested that the whole ques- 
tion of notifiability is one which should be thrashed 
out by the National Canine Defence League, and such 
kindred societies, surely the Veterinary Profession 
should lead public opinion in matters pertaining to 
its animal patients. At least, our part of the business 
is to decide the technical points, and I think it is 
about time that we knew exactly what distemper 
is and that we could lay down a sufficiently cleat 
train of symptoms to indicate it definitely. Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge said that, by notifying cases of 
distemper, we would be robbing ourselves of income ; 
but I think that people would be so careful not to 
infringe the regulations that they would consult 
veterinary surgeons on all possible occasions, and 
probably on more occasions than hitherto. 

Someone said that the majority of dog owners 
would be against the measure. I have, however, 
approached many dog owners on the matter, and all 
have been in favour of it. Ata meeting of dog fanciers 
which I attended only last Monday, the members were 
unanimous that notifiability of distemper was most 
desirable. 

It was also mentioned that the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture would not appoint additional veterinary inspectors. 
The Government nowadays will yield to the force of 
public opinion, and particularly when the latter is 
sufficiently forcible. 

I think that there is going to be a press campaign 
on the subject of making distemper a_ notifiable 
disease. 

I have promised to inform a meeting of the Dis- 
temper Research Council the result of the discussion 
to-night, and with your permission I would like to 
give them some definite idea of our decision. This 
Council is anxious to know our views. 

It was mentioned by Mr. Cornish-Bowden that I 
said ‘dog shows” were the principal source of 
infection. I should like to read what I did say again : 
‘“‘ The main source of infections are dog shows, crowded 
breeding kennels, fox-hound kennels, dog shops, 
homes for lost dogs, the streets and roads, and infected 
railway vans.” I did not say dog shows alone were 
the principal source. 

(Continued «.t foot of next puge ) 
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Notes and News. 
The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns, ae 
Diary of Events. 


June 13th—Meeting of the Lincolnshire Division at 
Peterborough, 2-30 p.m. 

June 2ist-—Meeting of the Lancashire Division at 
Blackpool. 

June 22nd—-R.A.V.C. War Memorial Unveiling Cere- 
mony, Garrison Church, Woolwich, 3 p.m. 
(see advt.) 

July 5th—-R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 


Annual General Meeting of the N.V.M.A., August 15th, 
at York. 

The unwontedly cheerful tone of the editorial 
arvicle this week has evoked the unkind suggestion 
that the editorial staff have been rather under the 
influence of the colour, rose-pink. Certainly those 
pink wrappers have been very much in evidence, but 
they were sent out of the office as soon as possible, 
and we hope those liked them who got them. 

* ** oo 

What a pity it is that we have not two or three 
thousand H. J. Dawes in the Association. The 
Midland Division recently held a meeting at Stafford, 
and the most remarkable thing about it was that Mr. 
Dawes was not present. It is the first meeting that 
Mr. Dawes has missed for 37 years. “ Palmam qui 
meruit ferat.”” 

* * * * 

No one can say that this gentleman has time to 
spare for meetings. He is, and always has been. a very 
busy man, with a large practice, and with him it has 
been “ where there’s a will there’s a way.” He was 
one of the first and is now perhaps the most energetic 
(Continued from previous column) SCS 

I was asked whether suspected cases should be 
reported. Of course not; only definite cases of 
distemper. I am not concerned with hypothetical 
cases, but only with clear clinical distemper; and 
if there is any doubt, it should be left alone. If this 
were done, [ am sure we should reduce the cases 
by 50 per cent. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: In view of the fact that 
Captain Kirk has promised to inform a meeting of 
the Distemper Research Council of the opinion of 
this Society on this matter, I should like to propose 
the following resolution :— 

“That although in the view of the Central 
Veterinary Society some method of control of 
distemper in dogs would be of the greatest possible 
value in reducing its ravages, the Society is of 
opinion that compulsory notification of the disease 
is impracticable. 

The Society further considers that the subject 
might be profitably discussed after the publica- 
tion of the final report of the Committee of Inves- 
tigation into Canine Distemper under the auspices 
of the Medical Research Council.”’ 

Mr. Roperts seconded this resolution and it was 
carried. 
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to increase the membership of the National, and to 
help us in every way. We are delighted and truly 
thankful to hear that he is better and stronger. 

* * * * 

The Ministry of Health has issued a new order 
68,444 under the Milk (special designations) Order, 
1923, together with an explanatory circular (No. 408). 
These may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, 
and we hope to publish them at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

* * * * 

Quite a quantity of letters arriving at the office 
contain such phrases as “ I am making arrangements 
to be at the meeting at York,” so it seems that we shall 
have a splendid gathering. We are out to test what 
the north countrymen can do for us, and we have no 
fear of their collapse under the strain. We want 
members from Ireland, Wales and Scotland, not only 
for the knowledge which they bring to such gatherings, 
but also because of the pleasure they add to the 
informal (if more social) parts of the meeting. Mr. 
Wynn Lloyd, of Carnarvon, and Mr. John Brown, of 
Invergordon, were defaulters last year, so we expect 
so much the more from them in the way of anecdote 
and good stories at York. If Mr. Heelis and Mr. 
McIntosh also join the party, we shall not be lacking 
in entertainment. 

eo ae ae * 

We were rather astonished on reading the following 
in “ Veterinary Science in India,” part iii., published 
in the Record last week: “If the ox was to become 
an economically paying proposition, the question of 
increased milk production must be intimately linked 
with that of improved draught qualities. Hitherto 
attention had been paid to improvement in draught 
only, while increase in milk production in the same 
animal had been wholly neglected. The only solution 
to the economic problem was the production of the dual 
purpose animal.” A milk producing ox is certainly 
a difficult problem, but perhaps the “ dual purpose ”’ 
animal might be hermaphrodite ? 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Oprruary, 3lst May, 1923. 

Panton, Joun (Blair Atholl, Perthshire).—Graduated 
Edinburgh, 24th April, 1863. Died 28th May, 1923. 
Aged 85. 

BREMNER, JOHN Drxon (Knightstown, Vaientia, Co. 
Kerry)—Graduated London, 3lst March, 1874. Died 
May 21st, 1923. Aged 73. 

Watson, JAMES (Boyle, Co. Roscommon)—Graduated 
20th April, 1870, Edinburgh. Died 27th May, 1923. 
Aged 79. 





Mr. E. P. Owen, THAME. 

The death of Mr. Edwin Percival Owen, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Thame, occurred on Friday, May 18th. In the 
course of a long and most appreciative reference 
to the deceased gentleman The Thame Gazette says :— 
“Thame and its district have suffered a great loss. 
A slight retrospect of his life in Thame, while being reminis- 
cent to those of his early acquaintance, may prove of 


| interest to those who of later years knew him before the 


illness which eventually carried him away. Throughout 
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the last century but very few gentlemen have essayed in 
Thame the professional duty of the care of dumb animals, 
but it has always been a matter for great congratulation 


that in this relation for quite the half of a century the pro- | 
| first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


fession has given of its best. Names in this direction to 
conjure with, who have likewise joined the great majority. 


oldest of families connected with Thame—Castle. Mr. 
James Lawrence Castle, prior to Mr. Owen’s arrival in 
Thame (and, incidentally, upon whose decease the 
business became his), had conducted with an ability second 
to none an establishment that still occupies the premier 
position in Oxfordshire as a country practice. As quite 
a young man, some 30 odd years ago, Mr. Owen hailed 
from the heart of the Potteries, and by what Lichfield lost 
so Thame gained. That he was successful was entirely 
due to his own personality. Many of his best friends, who 
well remember his advent in Thame, are still alive to 
testify to that peculiar liveliness of disposition that 
endeared him to all and sundry. A sunnier disposition 
it would seem hard to suggest. A cheery word—a pleasant 
smile—a generous heart—and, withal, an affectionate 
nature—you have ‘Doctor’ Owen, and many are the 
beads that could be counted, and many the prayers offered 
by those who have just cause to remember the many acts 
of which it could be said that even the right hand 
knew not what the left hand did. The knowledge, 
some eight or nine months ago, that he had developed 
an illness of a serious description was received by 
his many friends with the deepest of concern, and the 
constant stream of enquiries as to his daily—almost hourly 
—condition was sufficient indication of the anxiety that 
his many friends felt on his behalf. Possessed of most 
marvellous vitality, he withstood, as few other men would 
have done, the inevitable, and died—-a sportsman. 

The respect that was held for him in life was amplified 
by the attendance of his friends at his funeral on Wednes- 
day. The beautiful old Parish Church of Thame was 
thronged with mourners who were present to pay a last 
tribute. 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the eon- 


are Simmons, followed later by a member of one of the | tributor for publication. 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Omar’s Election Comment. 

To rue Eprror or THE VETERINARY REcoRD. 

Dear Sir,—I wonder if Omar Khayyam had in mind 
those seeking re-election on the Council in writing his 
stanza— 

Then said another—* Surely not in vain 

My substance from the Common Earth was ta’en, 

That He who subtly wrought me into shape 

Should stamp me back to Common Earth again.’ 

Yours truly, 
15 Stewart’s Grove, H. A. IpENDEN. 
Chelsea, 8.W., 
May 29th, 1923. 


, 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following :— 

Communications from Messrs. F. 'T. Harvey (St. Columb), 
A. W.N. Pillers (Liverpool), D. Forwell (Towcester), H. 
Gray (Kensington), E. G. Langford, R.V.C. (Camden 
Town), and R. Finch (Chorley), J. Blakeway (Stour- 
bridge). 

The Editor would be glad to receive the present address 
of Mr. N. Brear, formerly of St. Mary’s Place, Kilwinning, 





Ayrshire. 





Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 
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Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including ‘io 0 wine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* , . 
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GT. BRITAIN. | og wee tae 
Week ended 26th May, 1923... | ... 17. | 17 er 14 19} 2 46 | 19 
di 1922 7 8 6 | 1009 12| 23] 4 21/ 8 
Corresponding i921 |..| .. | 9 wf 1 20 22| 2] 6 | 27! 6 
shes i920 |... | . | 3) 4 63| 101} 2 | 50| 21 
Total for 21 weeks, 1923 | 336 | 370 7 271 1 | 1 | 468 699 | 320 -] 798 | 326 
i922 | 1... | 267 | 297 |uro2 | ssoie | ... | ... | 668 989] 379 | 509 | 175 
Corsaapending 1921 } 19) 1 | 253 298 | 29 | 2689 5 9 | 1319 2046] 372 | 515 | 155 
period in 19200 | 4. ... | 203 238: | 42 | 2505 | 9 | 16 | 2355 4061 | 279 | 954 | 334 
Nors.— The figures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
[RELAND. — . l Outbreaks 
Week ended 19th May, 1923 oe | 3 eo 1 
| ———- 
1922 2 4 9 | 57 
Corresponding Week in 1921 | 2 pies 2 3 
1920 Oe a ; ; ye 5 Te 
Total for 20 weeks, 1923 | i 46 53 67 | 532 
1922... ce) @hee | ae To 57 115 | 120 | 663 
Corresponding period in { 1921 ... a rer 2 41 ; ss 41 130 25 | 168 
1920 ... 1] 1 ise l 3 64 144 4 | 16 
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MACMILLAN’S 


=BOOKS FOR= 
VETERINARIANS. 





Kighth Edition Just Published. 


VETERINARY STUDIES FOR AGRICUL- 
TURAL STUDENTS. 


By M. H. Reynoups, B.S., D.V.M., M.D., Professor 
of Veterinary Medicine, University of Minnesota. 
Illustrated. Eighth Edition, 8vo. 12s. 6d. net. 


PRACTICAL VETERINARY PHARMA- 
COLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS. 


By Howarp J. Mitks, D.V.M. Illustrated. Royal 
8vo. 20s. net. 


GENERAL SURGERY (VETERINARY). 


By Dr. Evcen Frowner. Translation from the 
Third Revised Edition by D. H. Upaut, B.S.A., 
D.V.M. 16s. net. 


THE PATHOLOGY AND DIFFERENTIAL 


DIAGNOSIS OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
OF ANIMALS. 


Prepared for Students and Practitioners of Veter- 
inary Medicine. By V. A. Moorr, B.S., M.D., 
V.M.D. Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
With 120 Illustrations. 21s. net. 


BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS AND ITS 
CONTROL. 


By V. A. Moors, B.S., M.D., V.M.D. With 30 
Full-page Llustrations. 10s. 6d. net. 


PRINCIPLES OF MICROBIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on Bacteria, Fungi, and Protozoa 
Pathogenic for Domesticated Animals. By V. A. 
Moorr, B.S., M.D., V.M.D. With 101 Illustra- 
tions. 218, net. 


LECTURES IN SPECIAL PATHOLOGY 
(VETERINARY). 

By Prof. 8S. H. Burnerr. 8vo. Ts. net. 
THE CLINICAL PATHOLOGY OF THE 
BLOOD OF DOMESTICATED ANIMALS. 


By Prof. 8. H. Burnerr. Second Edition. Revised 
and Enlarged. Illustrated. 8vo. 138. net. 


PARASITES AND PARASITOSIS OF THE 
DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 


By Prof. B. M. UnprruiLt, V.M.D. Illustrated. 
Super Royal 8vo. 24s, net. 


THE DISEASES OF ANIMALS, 


By Newtson 8S. Mayo. 14s, net. 








MACMILLAN & CO., LTD., 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 











SERUM LABORATORY, 


ANTWERP. 


(Formerly LABORATORY VANDERHEYDEN, LTD.) 
Founded in 1906. 





By Appointment to the Belgian Government for 
Sero~Vaccination against Swine Erysipelas, etc. 





Members of the Veterinary Profession may 
obtain Serum and Vaccines against Swine Erysipelas, 
Strangles, Tetanus, White Scour, Canine Distem- 
per, Lymphangitis, Polyarthritis, etc., also Tuberculin. 





Price List and Instructions sent on application 


to the Laboratory : 


39 et 41 RUE DES MOUCHES, 


ANTWERP. 


Telegrams: “ LABOSERUM, ANTWERP.” 


GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 


ASSURANCE CORPORATION LIMITED 


PERTH, SCOTLAND & ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 
Pioneers for Live Stook Insurance. 











Farm Horses. Bloodstock. Pedigree and 
In-foal Mares Hunters. — 





and Foals. | Show ns Marine Transit 
Stallions. to all Parts, 


LIBERAL TERMS to the VETERINARY PROFESSION 

















Veterinary Diagnosis. 


|* response to numerous {requests ‘from practitioners, 
arrangements have been made for veterinary 
diagnosis to be carried out by the Veterinary Department 
of the Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories. 

All enquiries should be addressed to Wellcome Physi- 
ological arch Laboratories, Langley Court, Becken- 
ham, Kent. 





CLASCOW VETERINARY COLLECE. 


("rR of Instruction to qualify for Diploma of 
M.R.C.V.S. The Director of Studies can be seen 
at the a during ordinary business hours. Pros- 
pectus, post free, can be obtained on application to the 


Secretary, James Austin, M.A., LL.B., Solicitor, 105 St. 
Vincent Street, Glasgow. 














